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Welcome! 

This Guide to the Common Trees and Shrubs  

of Montour County, compiled by the Montour Area  

Recreation Commission, is meant to encourage people 

of all ages to engage with and appreciate the natural 

world in Montour County and central Pennsylvania.  
 

Use the pictures and descriptions to identify trees and 

shrubs commonly found in the eastern hardwood  

forests typically found at the Montour Preserve,  

Hess Recreation Area, Hopewell Park / Danville Borough 

Farm Trail System, the North Branch Canal Trail, and  

other locations throughout Montour County. 
 

Enjoy exploring! 

 

 



 Page 2 

SUGAR MAPLE 

(Acer saccharum) 

Can you guess why 

this tree is called 

the sugar maple? 

Because its sap is 

used to make maple syrup! Look for leaves 5” wide, with 

three to five large lobes. The bark is gray-brown in color, 

smooth when the tree is young, and becoming ridged as the 

tree ages.  The seeds are round and green, with papery 

wings that turn brown in the fall. 

EASTERN HEMLOCK 

(Tsuga canadensis) 

Hemlocks are another  

evergreen (coniferous) tree. 

Lately, the ones in our area 

have suffered from an  

invasive parasite—the  

hemlock wooly adelgid. 

Though many hemlock trees in Montour County have died and 

fallen, some can still be found growing on steep hillsides and 

along streams.  Their needles are small and flat and grow close 

together along the branches, with two fine white lines running 

lengthwise along the underside of these needles.   

Hemlock produce small, round cones.  These are unique to the 

species and can be used to help identify the tree.  
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STRIPED MAPLE 

(Acer pensylvanicum) 

Sometimes called goosefoot     

maple because of the shape of its 

leaves, the bark of this small tree 

is green and striped when young, 

becoming dark and bumpy as the 

tree ages.  The flowers are small, 

yellow bulbs which hang upside 

down from the tips of the  

branches in the spring. 

For more help identifying trees and shrubs in Pennsylvania, 

check out PA DNCR’s ‘Forests and Trees’ website at  

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/conservation/forests-and-tree 

or scan here. 
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SILVER MAPLE  

(Acer saccharinum) 

The silver maple’s leaves are 

similar to those of a sugar  

maple, but the edges are more 

jagged.  Look for deep divides 

between the five lobes.   

When a leaf has lots of points 

along the edge, scientists call 

this a toothed margin.  Look for 

silver maples along the river and streams throughout 

Montour County. 

RED MAPLE 

(Acer rubrum) 

Because the two lobes 

closest to the stem are so 

small, these leaves look 

like dinosaur footprints! 

The leaf stem (the little 

branch that connects the 

leaf to the branch) is    

usually red. 

EASTERN WHITE PINE 

(Pinus strobus) 

The white pine is easily visible in the winter, once 

the deciduous trees have lost their leaves.  

Pines are evergreens 

(conifers), meaning they 

keep their green leaves 

all year-long.  That’s 

what these thin little 

needles are—leaves! 

The easiest way to  

identify a white pine is 

to find one of the  

bundles of needles and 

count how many there 

are.  There are five 

letters in the word 

“white” and there are 

five needles in its bundles.  The cones are small and 

green at first, then turn brown as they open and 

mature.  
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NORTHERN RED OAK 

(Quercus rubra) 

Oak trees can most easily be recognized by their fruit —

acorns!  There are two main types of oak trees, white oaks 

and red oaks.  Both trees have rough gray bark and can 

grow to be very large.  Red oaks are identified by the 

points on the end of each leaf lobe.  Their acorns are  

usually an inch long or larger. 

Oak trees are an important part of the hardwood forest 

ecosystem.  The abundance of acorns they produce  

provide food for a wide range of animals, from white-tailed 

deer, to gray squirrels, to black bear.  All of these creatures 

depend upon the oak trees for food each year. 
BLACK LOCUST 

(Robinia pseudoacacia) 

Locust trees are identified    

primarily by their leaves—

they are composed of lots of 

small, round leaflets. Locusts 

produce long bean-like cases 

for their seeds. Their bark is 

dark gray, with deep ridges 

which form a pattern of     

connected Xs. 
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PIGNUT HICKORY 

(Carya glabra ) 

The leaves are alternate compound, 8-12 inches, usually   

divided into 5 toothed, lance-shaped leaflets. The upper 

side of the leaf is dark yellowish green, and paler below.  

The fruit is pear shaped with a brownish white husk.  

The bark is gray to dark gray. 

The wood is heavy and 

strong, often used for  

tool handles. 
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EASTERN WHITE OAK 

(Quercus alba) 

White oaks can be identified 

by the rounded lobes of the 

leaves.  Notice how this is 

different from the red oak’s 

leaves.  The acorns of a white 

oak are usually small, less 

than an inch long. 

PIN OAK 

(Quercus palustris) 

The leaves of a pin oak are 

deeply divided, with the gaps 

between each lobe going     

almost down to the leaf stem. 

Look for points at the end of 

each lobe — can you tell 

which group (white or red 

oaks) the pin oak belongs to? 

Their acorns are very small 

and round . 

SHELLBARK HICKORY 

(Carya laciniosa) 

Very similar in appearance to 

the shagbark hickory—  

sometimes even with similar 

looking bark—the shellbark 

hickory’s nuts are larger and 

their leaves can have anywhere 

from five to nine leaflets.  

SHAGBARK HICKORY 

(Carya ovata) 

Hickory trees, along with oaks 

and maples, make up the     

backbone of the Eastern      

hardwood forest. There are   

multiple species of hickory trees, 

but the most common is the 

shagbark hickory. The tree is 

named after its gray bark, which 

curls in long strips, giving the tree a “shaggy” appearance. 

The leaves are compound and always have five leaflets.  

The nuts of the hickory tree are about two inches wide. 

They have green shells which split into four sections  

to reveal the smaller nut within. 
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AMERICAN SYCAMORE 
(Platanus occidentalis) 

Sycamores are a common tree 

in American literature.   

They used to grow so large that 

people could live inside the  

hollow bases of the tree’s trunk!  

Sycamores can be identified by 

their large leaves.  They look 

similar to maple leaves, but they 

can grow to be over two feet 

across! The bark is white and 

smooth, with patches of brown that flake off as the tree 

grows.  Look for sycamore along Mahoning Creek at the 

Hess Recreation Area and along the North Branch Canal 

Trail. 

BLACK WALNUT 

(Juglans nigra) 

The leaves of the 

black walnut are 

compound, meaning 

multiple smaller 

leaflets extend from 

the leaf stem. These 

leaves radiate out 

from the branch. 

Near the end of the 

branches, walnuts 

grow in clusters of 

two or three.  

They’re green as they grow, but become rough and brown 

as they mature. The bark is dark gray and the ridges form a 

loose diamond pattern.  

Walnut trees have played an important role in American    

history.  The wood was used to make musket rifles for the 

Revolutionary War.  The nuts of the trees were used to dye 

the uniforms of Confederate soldiers during the Civil War. 

Today, black walnut wood is used to make furniture.  

SASSAFRAS 

(Sassafras albidum) 

Sassafras trees can be recognized 

by the citrus-like aroma produced 

from crushed leaves. The species is 

unusual due to having three  

distinct leaf patterns.  Some are simple ovals while others 

are bi-lobed or tri-lobed. In spring, clusters of tiny yellow 

flowers appear and by late summer, these give way to  

blue-black fruits called drupes. 
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AMERICAN HORNBEAM 

(Carpinus caroliniana) 

This is another understory 

(shorter) tree. Its leaves are  

alternate, simple, elliptical to 

oblong-shaped, typically about 

three inches in length with  

doubly-toothed edges and  

long-pointed tips.  The tree’s 

bark is a smooth bluish-grey 

color with rounded ridges that leads to the tree’s nickname 

of ‘musclewood’. 

EASTERN REDBUD 

(Cercis canadensis) 

This shorter tree is commonly 

used in landscaping.  It has 

heart-shaped leaves that turn 

golden-yellow in the fall.   

The flowers of this tree form 

right on the branches amidst 

the leaves.  When the seed pods mature, they hang from 

the branches in small clusters. 

QUAKING ASPEN 

(Populus tremuloides) 

The bark is a smooth white 

color with black streaks and 

knots.  The leaves are small  

in diameter with little teeth 

around the edge.  In the fall, 

the leaves become a beautiful 

yellow color. 

AMERICAN BASSWOOD 

(Tilia americana) 

The basswood, like the American 

sycamore, is commonly found in 

flood plains — flat areas near        

rivers and streams. Look for large, 

heart-shaped leaves that extend 

from both sides of the branch. 
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AMERICAN WITCH-HAZEL 

(Hamamelis virginiana) 

Another understory tree, 

witch-hazel is especially          

interesting because it blooms 

in the middle of winter! 

Starting in January, its small, 

yellow flowers will stay open 

until April. The leaves are  

almost round, with unique 

wavy edges.   

AMERICAN ELM 

(Ulmus americana) 

This tree is most commonly 

found as an understory tree. 

Its leaves are very similar to 

the hornbeam. The most  

important difference is that 

an elm’s leaf base (the place 

where the end of the leaf 

meets the stem) is very      

uneven. 

PAPER BIRCH 

(Betula papyrifera) 

These trees often 

grow close together 

in groves on the 

edges of forests. 

They are most often recognized by their white bark which 

peels off as the tree grows.  The leaves of a birch are almost 

round, with finely toothed edges.  

BLACK WILLOW 

(Salix nigra) 

Willows are known for their 

long, thin branches that blow 

in the wind. Look for them in 

areas with wet soil, like 

around ponds and streams. 

They have long, narrow 

leaves that turn yellow in the 

fall. Their flowers form in 

tight little bunches called  

catkins, and are pollinated by 

the wind. 
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BLACK CHERRY 

(Prunus serotina) 

This tree is most easily 

recognized by its bark. It 

is very dark and looks 

like the scales of a dragon’s back. The leaves are shaped like 

long ovals with little points along the edge. The fruit hangs 

from the branches in bunches, similar to bunches of grapes.   

FLOWERING DOGWOOD 

(Cornus florida) 

This small tree is often 

shrub-like in form, with light 

to dark-grey bark that is 

broken into block-like 

patterns.  The wood is  

extremely hard.  Leaves are 

opposite and simple, often 

clustered near the ends of twigs.  Springtime flowers are 

greenish-white to yellowish in flat-topped clusters. 

WHITE ASH 

(Fraxinus Americana) 

Also known as American Ash, 

the species is named for the 

pale undersides of its leaves. 

The twigs of white ash are often 

flaky or peeling, its compound 

leaves typically have seven 

leaflets, turning shades of       

yellow or red in autumn. 

White Ash trees are most often found in mature forests, but 

unfortunately the species is disappearing.  Currently the 

White Ash is listed as critically endangered, due to the         

invasive emerald ash borer. Introduced in the 1990s, the          

emerald ash borer threatens the entire ash family in North 

America and Canada, already wiping out tens of millions ash 

trees. 

 EASTERN COTTONWOOD 

(Populus deltoides) 

One of the largest and fastest  

growing north American hardwood 

trees, the bark is silvery-white when 

young, turning to dark gray when 

older.  The leaves are large,  

triangular, coarsely-toothed, and the teeth are curved.  

The seed capsules split open to release small seeds attached 

to cotton-like strands.  A single tree can release 40 million 

seeds a season! 
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HONEY LOCUST 

(Gleditsia triacanthos L.) 

The bark is greenish-brown with              

horizontal lines.  Watch for thorns as 

long as eight inches growing from the 

trunk and branches!  The leaves are  

alternate and compounded, with  

Fine-toothed margins. In the fall, the leaves turn a golden- 

yellow color.  The fruit, produced in mid-September, is a 

long, leathery pod between 10-18 inches, often twisted or 

curved.  It can contain as many as 20 dark brown seeds.  

The Honey Locust can be found prominently in moist soil or 

river valleys.  Look for it along Mahoning Creek at the Hess 

Recreation Area.  

RED-FRUITED HAWTHORN 

(Crataegus macrosperma) 

Hawthorn is a small, shrub-like 

tree with prominent, straight 

thorns.  The leaves are simple,  

alternate, and sharply-toothed 

along the edges.  In the spring, It 

 has white flowers with an aroma  

that some describe as smelling like dead fish!  Small,  

apple-like fruits are greenish to dull red, ripening in the fall 

and persisting into winter. 

AMERICAN BEECH 
(Fagus grandifolia)  

The American Beech’s bark is very smooth, light-grey in  

color, with mottled dark spots (and often found with  

carvings made by people).  In the springtime, the buds  

resemble a cigar, appearing long and thin.  The fruit is a  

four-chambered, prickly,  

angled nut containing pale 

brown seeds within,  

important as food for wildlife.  

Leaves are simple and  

alternate, light-green above 

and yellowish-green below. 
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MOUNTAIN LAUREL 

(Kalmia latifolia) 

Mountain Laurel is notable for being 

Pennsylvania’s state flower.   

In Montour County, it is most often 

found on the dry ridge tops.   

It is an evergreen shrub with dark 

green, glossy leaves.  Pink and white 

flowers appear in late-spring.  
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AMERICAN CHESTNUT 

(Castanea dentata) 

Once the most common and valuable tree in Pennsylvania, 

the American Chestnut was nearly eliminated by the  

Chestnut blight in the early 1900s. 

Now found only in isolated 

locations and typically not 

surviving beyond small, 

young trees, the American 

Chestnut is a rare find.  

The leaves are alternate 

and simple with sharp-

pointed tips and coarse 

tooth edges.  The nuts are 

shiny brown, sweet and 

edible. 

Currently, breeding programs are underway to mix the  

Chinese chestnut, which is resistant to the blight, with the 

American chestnut and reintroduce the species to eastern 

forests.  Several of these trees can be found along the 

Chilisuagi Trail at the Montour Preserve, near the Goose 

Cove Picnic Area. 
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STAGHORN SUMAC 

(Rhus typhina) 

Staghorn sumacs have 

compound leaves with 

coarse toothed edges. 

These shrub-like trees 

are generally smaller and 

are often found along 

roadsides, forest edges, 

and disturbed areas 

where other trees  

struggle to grow.  

Their branches fork in a 

distinctive Y shape and 

are tipped with fuzzy-looking, red clusters—these are the 

fruit of the tree. The branches and young twigs are covered 

in fine, velvety hairs, giving the tree its “staghorn” name, as 

they resemble the texture of a deer’s antlers in velvet.  

In autumn, the leaves turn brilliant shades of red, orange, 

and yellow, making the tree especially noticeable in the 

landscape. Staghorn sumacs are hardy, fast-growing plants 

that provide food for wildlife, particularly birds that feed on 

the fruit during winter. 


